Integration
of MSMESs
into digital
economy
is crucial

It is very impeortant for Indian
Micro. Small & Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) to equip
themselves with the latest digital
solutions to mark their footprint
in the global supply chain and
increase their competiliveness

lenges to the MSMEs in the
country. The Indian govern-
ment has supported them
so that they rebuild and
rebound to achieve busi-
ness continuity. This pan-
demic, while disrupting
global supply chains, has
also presented a unique
opportunity to businesses
worldwide to reorient them-
selves and strive to become
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Confederation of Indian

Industry (CII) titled 'Digi-
tal Infrastructure, Back-
bone of a Digital Economy’,
India was ranked as one of
the fastest-growing markets
with a digital consumer
base comprising 119.52
crore telecom subscribers
and 68.76 crore internet
subscribers, as of Septem-
ber 2019.

The increased internet
penetration and growing
smartphone adoption are
the factors driving the
growth of Digital India. The
spending on cloud technolo-
gies is on the rise as busi-
nesses (both large and
small) are looking to accel-
erate their digital business
initiatives. Today, it has
become a necessity to be
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digitally enabled to sustain
business.

Amidst this paradigm
shift, the role of digital tools
has moved from being an
enabler of productivity and
processes, to a more strate-
gic role of a key influencer
of competitive. advantage.
Today, SMEs across the
globe are focussing on
adopting innovative digital
solutions to build their path
to competitiveness and it is
important  for  Indian
MSMEs to equip themselves
with the latest digital solu-
tions to mark their footprint
in the global supply chain
and increase their competi-
tiveness.

The Covid-19 pandemic
has presented serious chal-
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part of the global value
chain. This realignment and
integration can be achieved
by adoption of the latest
digital solutions.

Digital Saksham, a joint
initiative of CII and Master-
card's Centre for Inclusive
Growth and National Insti-
tute for MSMESs (ni-msme),
aims to help micro and
.. small enterprises integrate

¢ themselves into the digital
¢ economy, thereby expand-
- ing their access to markets,
diversifying their customer
base and solidifying their

supply chain. The pro-
gramme aims to reach
3,00,000 MSMEs in 25
cities across seven states.
Digital Saksham or being

atmanirbhar (self-reliant)
MSME sector.

The project is planned to
be rolled out in the states of
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Uttar
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digitally enabled is a step
towards attaining atmavish-
was (self-confidence) which
will eventually lead to an

Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Delhi-
National Capital Region,
Haryana, and Karnataka.
The cities currently being

selected are based on two
important criteria: (i) near-
by MSME clusters produc-
ing common products or
products made of common
materials, e.g., coir, glass,
paper, wood and timber,
ceramics, textile etc. (ii)
key value chain anchors
and the supply chain of
existing large-scale mem-
bers, e.g., for footwear
large company, the MSME
suppliers would be in near-
by cities. Programmatic
interventions for digital
transformation of micro
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and small enterprises will
be implemented across
these cities. Some of the
cities currently selected
include Nagpur, Kolhapur,
Rajkot, Surat, Agra, Firoz-
abad, Varanasi, Madurai,
and Trichy.

The project is committed
to deploy powerful and
innovative solutions
focussed on strengthening
MSMEs in India.
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