tions, introduc-
tion of SPICe
forms and use
of technology
have made
business
processes
much simpler
and faster.

PIULTULLILE JMUIUVLILY  MAVUOLIL O,
Overall, the country jumped 30
places to enter the ranks of top
100 countries.

Through wider use of "digital
platforms, simplification of
processes, weeding out of out-
dated laws and regulations, etc,
India has managed to tackle a
significant volume of red tape
that constricted businesses.
Measures like single applica-

tions, introduction ~ of
Simplified  Proforma  for
Incorporating Company

Electronically (SPICe) forms
and use of technology have
made business processes much
simpler and faster. We see visi-
ble changes on the ground that

RSOV WA AAAUVA Y VARV WAV Asvasazs

resolved in a time-bound man-

' ner.

Reduction in paperwork, elim-
inating the need for physical
submission of documents,
introduction of single window
system and time-bound appro-
val of licenses are some of the
measures that have been under-
taken to expedite processes.

While electronic payment of
tax and easing compliance with
corporate income-tax have been
reflected in the latest rankings,
it is expected that the GST will
push up India’s position in the

upcoming report. The GST

truly represents a game-chang-
ing tax by placing all taxpayers

established. All these have
helped in reducing transaction
costs and time at the ground
level, making Indian exports
more competitive.

While this exceptional per
formance is an outcome of the
rigorous legislative, adminis-
trative and infrastructural
reforms from the Central gov-
ernment, it is noteworthy that
the state governments too have
actively addressed their busi-
ness climates. The Business
Reform Action Plan was shared
with state governments in 2014,
identifying specific measures
for states to action. In the first
year, 98 reforms were taken up,

namely Haryana. Chhattlsga-
rh, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh . West Bengal,
Jharkhand and Telan%ana have
achieved 100 per cent success,
while many more are right
behind. The 2017 ranking has
not yet been closed and it is
expected that more states will

figure in the above-90 per cent

grade.

There remains some distance
before complex procedures and
investment issues are facilita-
tive for Indian businesses.

~Digitisation of land records

across the country, deploying
GIS technology, would help in
transferring ownership and

and certification institutes that
can -accelerate the process of
obtaining permits. The port
community system too should
be instituted in major ports.
Customs procedures can be
speeded up and made uniform
across all ports to avoid com-
plexities.

Industry looks forward to
working with the Central and
state governments to ensure
that India leapfrogs to the top
50 economies in the coming
years.

The writer is the director-
general of the Confederation
of Indian Industry



