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Investing in the
health of people
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Ayushman Bharat is a fertile ground for
inter-sectoral collaboration

NDIA'S GROWING POPULATION is, at times, held
accountable formanyof the challenges that the nation
faces—housing, unemployment, pollution, depletion
of natural resources, poverty,poor health, etc.1fwe look
atJapan,apopulation decrease of 1 million over the last
fiveyearshas becomea causeof concern forthe nation’s eco-
nomic growth. From that perspective, India is at an advan-
tage because the age group of 15-64 years,which makes up
669 of the population (85,15,21,155 people),comprises of
both potential and incumbent workforce that are drivers of

' growth. But a high disease burden and a sharp disparity in
accessto healthcare services have been a cause of resistance
in the nation’s pathway to progress for averylong time.

In 2015, the CII made a proposal to the Prime Minister
titled‘Health Assurance to All: Leveraging the Powerofa Bil-
lion’. It recommended a health insurance model for provi-
sion of secondary and tertiary services to the underprivi-
leged and strengthening the preventive health systemin the
country.The objectivewas to deliverhealthcareto everysin-
gle person irrespective of her socioeconomic background.
Thereafter, Universal Healthcare became a rationale forany
interventionimplemented in the healthcare field. It isamat-
ter of pride that the two pillars of Ayushman Bharat—
National Health Protection Scheme (NHPS)and Setting up of
Primary Health Centres (PHCs)—have not only embraced
Universal Healthcare as its objective, but also subsumed
quitea few of our recommendations under its umbrella.

The NHPS will provide healthcare assurance of ¥5 lakh
to 10 crore underprivileged families (50 crore people) for
secondary and tertiary healthcare services, Being a scheme
of such a massive scale, the stakeholders involved are also

fartoomanyand,hence, theimpactof itsimplementation is
going tobetrans-sectoral. It is predicted that 11lakhjobs will
becreated. Besides medical professionals, IT, infrastructure,
MSME, medical technology,
banking and othersectors will  p———————
have to get involved, driving 4 ¥
variousaspects of thismission.  Enhancing skill-sets
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' Thesecondpillarof Ayush- e ——
man Bharatwill focuson pre-
ventive healthcare by settingup 1.5 lakh PHCs.An adequate
workforce isthe dire need forthese establishments to fune-

‘tion efficiently. The infrastructure sectorwill have a big role
to play as the scheme envisions strengthening primary
healthcare system in tier-2 and tier-3 cities. This enormous
addition to the healthcare landscape cannot be efficacious
without the additional support of a skilled manpower and
medical diagnostics. Since this is the first point of contact

- between the patient and healthcare services, it will play a
crucial role in diagnosis and screening of diseases at initial
stages, reducing the burden on secondary and tertiary ser-
vices. Enhancing skill-sets of the existing worldorce, defin-
ing career progression pathways for medical professionals,
leveraging virtual training platforms, developing a robust
physician development programme for up-skilling of MBBS

_ doctorsare some of the areas to intervene to build requisite
human resource. This mission will not only be restricted to
urbanareas,but willalso expand to the remotest of districts,
thereby bringing about rural development. This is a good
occasion for MSMEs to gain a foothold, thereby providing
animpetusto theirgrowthand contributing tooverall devel-
opment. Other industries must find opportunities in this
gigantic schemeand,lam sure,manyareas of inter-sectoral
collaboration will come to the fore as the scheme unfurls.

~ Thisjourney can be seamless if we consider our popula-
tion our strength. With the current burden of challenges
India has overcome China,bybecoming the fastest growing
nation. It is difficult not to expect even bigger accomplish-

' ments with a healthier workforce. Ayushman Bharat is the
foundation stone for a stable nation-building process that
would not only encourage inter-sectoral collaboration,

-enhancingindustrial growth, butalso resultin a productive
and healthy workforce for the growth of the nation.



